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REVIEW PROCESS
• The Society of Rural Physicians of Canada (SRPC)
• The Canadian Association of Perinatal and Women’s
Health Nurses (CAPWHN)
• The College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC)
• The Canadian Association of Midwives (CAM)
• The Canadian Anesthesiologists’ Society (CAS) –
anesthetic data only
• The Canadian Pediatric Society (CPS) – pediatric data
only
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CHANGES IN PRACTICE
1. Clearer definitions of levels of care
across Canada.
2. Need for enhanced skills for surgery
for remote areas of the country.
3. Update the documentation and risk
areas.
4. More appropriate cases kept at
various levels of care.
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KEY MESSAGES
1. Urgent need for a trans‐Canadian
definition of levels of care.
2. Need to support rural level one
hospitals against closure.
3. Need to repatriate birth to the
communities.
4. Need to support programs to provide
enhanced skills to support rural
locations.
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SOGC RECOMMENDATIONS
• That Canada adopt one national standardized
set of definitions to encompass all facilities
providing maternity care for different levels of
anticipated risk.
• That removing individuals from their
community may have adverse social,
economic and health outcomes.
• That women’s autonomy is making informed
decisions must be respected.
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Pregnant women in rural B.C. urged to leave town to deliver
Briar Stewart ꞏ

CBC News, Feb 20, 2018

40% of women in rural Canada have to drive at least 1 hour
away for maternity services
When she was eight months pregnant, Courtney Cornelius and her
family drove 450 kilometres to Dawson Creek, B.C., to give birth. Their
community of Fort Nelson is one of dozens of rural communities where
maternity services have been eliminated. (Briar Stewart/CBC)
For pregnant women in Fort Nelson, B.C., part of the prenatal routine
includes agreeing not to have their babies in the northern community.
"Due to staffing issues, we are unable to conduct safe obstetric care," says
the memo from the health centre.
An official with Northern Health, which oversees health centres in the
region, says while physicians and staff are equipped to respond to an
"unplanned delivery," women are advised to leave up to a month before
their due date because "the safety of both the mother and the baby must
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TRANSPORT
• At the centre of the issue is not only
transport, in a variety of weather
conditions, but the willingness to
accept the transport without
questioning or refusal.
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CLEAR OBJECTIVE
• To align pregnant women with
appropriate resources, personel, and
facilities to encourage safe normal
physiological birth in a family centred
environment as close to home as
possible, FOR BOTH RURAL AND
URBAN COMMUNITIES.
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Remember patient
autonomy and keep
families together.

11

6

